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DISCLAIMER
Pursuant to Navajo Technical University Personnel Policy 5.8,  “ The University 
shall not endorse candidates for political office or make any contribution of money, 
goods, or services to candidates. No employee shall intentionally or unintentionally 
cause the University or make such an endorsement or contribution.”



BOARD OF REGENTS STUDENT SENATE
Tara Denetsosie-Lovato, Chairperson
Delores Greyeyes, Ph.D., Secretary/Treasurer
Carolyn Morris, Ph.D., Member
Tom Platero, Member
Vincent Werito, Ph.D., Member
Shinaeya Watson, Member

Shinaeya Watson, President 
Jeremy Hosteen, Vice President 
Tamalaya Begaye, Secretary
Jonathan Dennison, Treasurer
Kendrick Sorrell, Master-of-Arms

KIRTLAND, NM ZUNI, NM CHINLE, AZ TEEC NOS POS, AZ

CROWNPOINT, NM

ADMINISTRATION
Elmer J. Guy, Ph.D., President
Jason Arviso, Ed. D., Vice President of Operations
Colleen W. Bowman, Ed. D., Provost
Casmir Agbaraji, Ph.D., Dean of Undergraduate Studies 
Jerrilyn Henry, M. Ed., Dean of Student Services
Arlena Benallie, M.M., Chinle Instructional Site Director
Garrett R. Yazzie, M.A., Kirtland and Teec Nos Pos Instructional Site Coordinator
Reynelle Lowsayatee, Ed. D/Ed. S., A:Shiwi College Interim Co-Executive
Stacy Panteah, A:Shiwi College Interim Co-Executive
Sharon Nelson, B.A., Faculty Congress President
Abraham Bitok, MBA, Director of Support Services
Wanda Cooke, MBA, Director of Human Resources



Tom Davis began his career in Indian education at the Menominee County Community School, one of 
the early tribally controlled schools established during the Indian self-determination movement. He later 
helped found the College of Menominee Nation, where he played a key role in its early development 
before serving as Planning Director. He was also actively involved with the Coalition of Indian Controlled 
School Boards as it advanced landmark initiatives such as Title IV of the Indian Education Act, helping 
lay the foundation for today’s tribal schools, colleges, and universities.

Over the course of his career, Davis has served as a tribal college president, a leader in national Native 
higher education organizations, and a consultant to tribal nations and institutions across the country. 
His work has focused on strengthening tribal sovereignty through education, institution-building, and 
economic development. A recognized authority on tribal higher education and Native nation-building, 
Davis has contributed to the growth and advancement of tribal colleges and universities for more than 
five decades. His leadership has helped shape policies, institutions, and strategies that continue to 
expand educational opportunity and support sustainable development throughout Indian Country.

In addition to his work in higher education, Davis is the author of 15 novels, poetry collections, and 
nonfiction books.

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

DR. TOM DAVIS
WORLD INDIGENOUS NATIONS UNIVERSITY HONORARY DOCTORATE - 

EDUCATION (EDD) RECIPIENT AND COMMENCEMENT



PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATES AND DEGREES

RECESSIONAL

BENEDICTION

MASTER’S DEGREE HOODING CEREMONY

CONFERRAL OF CERTIFICATES AND DEGREES

CONGRATULATORY REMARKS
Rose Graham - ONNSFA Director

Dr. Buu Nygren - Navajo Nation President 
Crystalyne Curley - Speaker of the Navajo Nation

COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM
Master of Ceremonies Wilbur Tso Jr.

Human Resources Training Coordinator

Processional Jasper Pablo, Hataałii

Posting of Colors Diné Saani Silalotsoi

National Anthem Larry Jackson III (JoJo)
Naschitti, NM

Invocation Cajaun Cleveland
Miss Indian Rodeo 2026

Welcome Recognition of Dignitaries Dr. Elmer J. Guy
University President

Commencement Address Dr. Tom Davis
WINU Honorary Doctorate - Education (EdD) 

Presentation of the Honorary Doctoral Degree Dr. Elmer J. Guy
WINU Board Member



CANDIDATES FOR THE 
TECHNICAL & VOCATIONAL 

CERTIFICATES

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE SPECIALIST 
Tanisha Kay Ashley,  Standing Rock, NM
1Lupita Charley, Many Farms, AZ
5Shanaya Clark, Black Mesa, AZ
Kikknoalani Roanhorse, Sawmill, AZ 

AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY
Thomas Raymond Sylvester, Blanco, NM
Brenton Yazzie, Monument Valley, UT

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY ASSISTANT
1Elijah Begay, Chinle, AZ
1Jayden Tyren Begaye, Tselani, AZ
4Kellen Melvin Lementino, Pueblo of Zuni, NM
4Erik Dejuan Tsethlikai, Zuni, NM

CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY
Travis R. Boyd, Big Mountain, AZ
Hoskie Holiday, Monument Valley, UT
1Kyensu Tsosie, Chinle, AZ

CULINARY ARTS
Heston R. Keith, Thoreau, NM

ELECTRICAL TRADES
Justin L. Benally, Gallup, NM
Amythiess Marvin, Timber Ridge, NM
Korbin Nakai, Fruitland, NM
2Natalia Kristen Yazzie, Naschitti, NM
Terrance Yazzie, Hunters Point, AZ

HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR/
COMMERCIAL DRIVER LICENSE
1Wally S. Ashley, Tsaile, AZ
Adrian Begay, St. Michaels, AZ
Tyrin L. Begay, Continental Divide, NM
Craigson A. Muskett, Crownpoint, NM 
Sullivan F. Scott, Ganado, AZ
Timothy Smith, Jr., Smith Lake, NM 
Joesiah Tso, Gallup, NM
1Fernando Whitehorse, Chinle, AZ
1James Yazzie, Jr., Chinle, AZ

LEGAL ASSISTANT
Shandiin H. Yazzie, St. Michaels, AZ

NURSING ASSISTANT: CERTIFIED NURSING 
ASSISTANT
1Paulette M. Bahe, Old Valley Store, AZ
Jaden Anthony Begay, Crownpoint, NM
1Kayleigh D. Begay, Many Farms, AZ  
1Tia Bia, Valley Store, AZ 
1Kori Devon Chee, Chinle, AZ
Paige Curley, Coyote Canyon, NM
1Lesina Nizhoni James, Many Farms, AZ
1Kody Taylor Laughter, Chilchinbeto, AZ
1Shyleese Martinez, Chinle, AZ
1Alma D. McCasland, Chinle, AZ
1Osha RedBird, Chinle, AZ
1Olivia Saganitso, Chinle, AZ
1Kyle Tso, Chinle, AZ
1Danielle L. Yazzie, Chinle, AZ

NURSING ASSISTANT: PRE-ASSOCIATE OF 
APPLIED SCIENCE IN NURSING
Talia Sasha Antonio, Church Rock, NM
1Valentina A. Begay, Nazlini, AZ
1Tyra Anna Benally, Chinle, AZ
Taylor Fulton, Chinle, AZ
Denikka Tsosie, Canyon DeChelly, AZ

PLUMBING
Isaiah Cody, Hogback, NM 
2Shakeem Oliver, Shiprock, NM
2Chaylynn J. Perry, Kirtland, NM   
2Domonique Joy Valdez, Shiprock, NM

PROFESSIONAL BAKING
Heston R. Keith, Thoreau, NM
Justina H. Smith, Pinon, AZ

WELDING
2Dylan Timothy Bedonie, Fruitland, NM
Kyle Ronald Begay, Mariano Lake, NM
Oraias Begay, Ganado, AZ
2Dominique I. Benson, Tselani, AZ
Darin Bryant, Houck, AZ
Taya Claw, Ganado, AZ
Chaslyn Dawn Evans, Indian Wells, AZ
Tashina Franklin, Leupp, AZ
3Darnell Lee, Beclabito, NM
Nishane Makai Lee, Crownpoint, NM
Shantaya Mescal, Crownpoint, NM
2Chaylynn J. Perry, Kirtland, NM
3Tyrell Thomas Pete, Teec Nos Pos, AZ
1Ciara Wheeler, Many Farms, AZ
Rylan Wilson, Spider Rock, AZ

BOOK KEEPING
Devin Chee, Chinle, AZ

COUNSELING 
5Dwayne Lake, Forest Lake, NM

ENGINEERING TECHNICIAN
Trent A.G. Dedman, Window Rock, AZ
5Jonathan L. Smiley, Burnt Corn, AZ

CANDIDATES FOR ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION CERTIFICATES

1Mickisha Jones, Pinon, AZ
Racheal Frances Harding, Mariano Lake, NM
Samantha Nez, Mexican Springs, NM



ASSOCIATE OF 
APPLIED SCIENCE DEGREE
ACCOUNTING
5Nathan Becenti, Crownpoint, NM
5Melissa Descheenie, Chinle, AZ
5Lorenzo Dineyazhe, Chinle, AZ
5Nethaline Joe, Greasewood Springs, AZ
5Kayla C. Lesarlley, Zuni, NM
1Areka Grace Nez, Nazlini, AZ
5Tayla Reeves Notah, St. Michaels, AZ
5Selvina Maryannn Platero, Crownpoint, NM
5Melanie Roanhorse, Chinle, AZ
5Marina Ann Smiley, Jeddito, AZ
1Antonio Williams Tsosie, Nazlini, AZ
4La Toya Yazzie, Pine Hill, NM
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE SPECIALIST
5Tamalaya Begaye, Whitecone, AZ
1Andrianna Tia John, Rock Point, AZ
4Alisha Marie Kaskalla, Zuni, NM
5Delilah Mae Morgan, Crownpoint, NM
4Jessica N. Peynetsa, Pueblo of Zuni, NM
Charlotte Marie Tsosie, Sawmill, AZ

ENERGY SYSTEMS
Trevor Skylar-Wayne Yazzie, Cuba, NM

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY TECHNICIAN
1Elijah Begay, Chinle, AZ
Jerome Begaye, Church Rock, NM
1Levi Arlen McThomas, Chilchinbeto, AZ
1Ronald L. Shorty, Salina Springs, AZ
1Antonio Dino Yazzie, Chinle, AZ

CANDIDATES FOR THE 
ASSOCIATE DEGREES

CULINARY ARTS
Karen Dan, Crownpoint, NM
Kayanna Lita Deschene, Teec Nos Pos, AZ
Santae Joe, Farmington, NM
Ira Mayweather, Las Vegas, NV
Justina H. Smith, Pinon, AZ
Lyle Eli Yazzie, Burnham, NM

GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Davina Long Spencer, St. Michaels, AZ

LAW ADVOCATE
Rosetta V. Epaloose, Zuni, NM
Shandiin Hiosik Yazzie, St. Michaels, AZ
PROFESSIONAL BAKING
Santae Joe, Farmington NM
Callie Long, Continental Divide, NM
5Samantha Pino, Rock Springs, NM
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
1Tamara Manybeads, Blue Gap, AZ

CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY
Randy Jayson Rex Anderson, Borrego Pass, NM
1Patterson Willie, Whippoorwill, AZ

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS DEGREE

COUNSELING: CRISIS MANAGEMENT & 
SUICIDE PREVENTION
5Eric Michael Bedonie, Chinle, AZ
5Wameisha Rae Morgan, Crownpoint, NM
5John W. Tsabetsaye, Zuni, NM

GENERAL STUDIES
Tyra Bitsie, Tohatchi, NM
Alaina A. Craig, Nahodishgish, NM
1Tatum Yana Grey, Chinle, AZ 
5Kaitlyn D. King, Nazlini, AZ
Jusmane Star Tom, Crownpoint, NM
Nyles Tom, Chambers, AZ

COUNSELING: SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER 
CONCENTRATION
5Eric Michael Bedonie, Chinle, AZ
5Loretta Ann Henderson, Gallup, NM
5Wameisha Rae Morgan, Crownpoint, NM
5Shane C. Roanhorse, Ganado, AZ
5Nathania Rose Tom, Wide Ruins, AZ
5John W. Tsabetsaye, Zuni, NM

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Tasheena Dora Tso, Standing Rock, NM
5Avery J. Velasquez, Whiteriver, AZ

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE DEGREE

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
MULTICULTURAL EDUCATION
1Wichoni Adelle Curley, Chinle, AZ
Mikiya Begay Harlan, Crownpoint, NM
1Garquita Harrison, Chinle, AZ
Jacinta Blackwater Joe, Shiprock, NM
Miya M. Livingston, Church Rock, NM
1Shenelle Lee Martinez, Blue Gap, AZ
Charmiqua Shana Smith, Ramah, NM
Rache Sara Tso Whitehead, Coyote Canyon, NM
Tamara June Yazzie, Gallup, NM

MATHEMATICS
Mathew Garett Ellison, Manuelito, NM
Joel P. Yazzie, Sanders, AZ

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Taila Begaye, Rough Rock, AZ

TUNE IN LIVE



CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR DEGREES

BACHELOR OF 
APPLIED SCIENCE DEGREE

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Vanessa Poblano Yuselew, Zuni, NM

BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
5Duralton K. Begay, Burnt Corn, AZ
5La Tisha M. Dodson, Window Rock, AZ
5LaBelle Baa LaFrance, Besh-Bi-Toh, AZ
5Kathy Ann Wagner, Rough Rock, AZ
5Corey Lynn Yazzie, Many Farms, AZ

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE
EARLY CHILDHOOD 
MULTICULTURAL EDUCATION
1Phillicia Jane Begay, Spider Rock, AZ
Teva Mae Castillo, Tinian, NM
Monica Michelle Chapito-Soseeah, Zuni, NM
1Kaylyn Clauschee, Chinle, AZ
5Reid H. Francisco, Crownpoint, NM
Kelsey Lynne Homer, Zuni, NM
4Leonardine E. Kenneth, Zuni, NM
Starr Oriah LaPahe, Whippoorwill/Burnt Corn, AZ
Kayla Lee, Gallup, NM
Eunissa Morgan, Bluewater, NM
5Meagan Peters, Crownpoint, NM
1Tiya April Silver, Pinon, AZ
1Loleta Williams, Tselani/Chinle Valleystore, AZ
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 
& NATURAL RESOURCES
Ronald Benally, Whitecone, AZ

NOTATIONS
1 - Chinle Instructional Site

2 - Kirtland Instructional Site
3 - Teec Nos Pos Instructional Site
4 - Zuni (A:shiwi) Instructional Site

5 - Online Program

HONOR CORDS
Blue Cord - Presidential Honor

Gold Cord - Dean’s Honor

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

CREATIVE WRITING AND NEW MEDIA
Marcel Dineyazhe, Gallup, NM MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

Ty Shurley, Hunters Point, AZ
Wynona Wilson, Phoenix, AZ



CANDIDATES FOR THE MASTER’S DEGREES
MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE

DINÉ CULTURE, LANGUAGE, AND LEADERSHIP

NAASKÁÁ’ÍGÍÍ:
Understanding Second Language Acquisition

Using Diné Oral Language in Elementary Settings

Ashley Joe
Sheep Springs, New Mexico

’Adóone’é nishłínígíí éí:
Maternal Clan:
Paternal Clan:

Maternal Grandfather’s Clan:
Paternal Grandfather’s Clan:

Bit’ahnii (Within His Cover / Folded Arms People)
Bit’ahnii (Within His Cover / Folded Arms People) 
Ts’inaajini (Black Streak Wood People) 
T’abaaha (Edge Water Clan)



INSTRUCTIONAL DEPARTMENT
ADULT BASIC EDUCATION

Rhonda Henderson, MBA ABE/GED

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING, MATH AND TECHNOLOGY

Mohammad A. Ali, Ph.D.
Sundaram Arumgam, Ph.D.
Heitam Elhoone, Ph.D.
Shasha Han, M.S.
Md Faruk Hossain, Ph.D.
Md Abdulmtalb Hussen, Ph.D.
Mohamed Illafe, M.S.
Francis Ijeoma, Ph.D.
Aanor Louis, M.A.
Aliedeh Mohammad, Ph.D.
Waled Mohammed, Ph.D.
Kelly Morgan, M.S.
Hussam A. Abdulawahed Mosa, Ph.D.

Information Technology
Electrical Engineering
Industrial Engineering
Mathematics
Electrical Engineering
Mathematics
Mathematics
Management Info. Sys..
IT/New Media
Chemical Engineering
Mechanical Engineering
Information Technology 
Industrial Engineering

Marcheline N.NEM. Netongo, M.S.
Carlos Paez-Paez, Ph.D.
Bhagya Patil, Ph.D.
Md Mahbubar Rahman, Ph.D.
Schindra Kumar Ray, Ph.D.
Peter L. Romine, Ph.D.
Sonia Singla, M.S.
Yogesh Singla, Ph.D.
Edgar J. Sintema. Ph.D.
Frank A. Stomp, Ph.D.
Mark Trebian, M.S.
José Vanguardia, M.A.
Anusuya Vellingiri, M.E.

Cybersecurity
Mathematics
Industrial Engineering
Engineering Technology
Environ. Engineering
Electrical Engineering
Information Technology
Mechanical Engineering
Mathematics
Computer Science
IT/Applied Computers
Mathematics
Bldg. Info. Modeling

SCHOOL OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY

Ibrahim Abaidalla, M.S
Tom Bebo, NCCER
Adriano R. Begay, Certificate
Virgil T. House, A.A.S.

Construction Tech.
Construction Tech.
Welding
Electrical Trades

Steven Kollas, A.A.S.
Christopher Storer, AWS
Vernon Upshaw, B.Ed.
Collins Woody, A.A.S.

Automotive Tech.
Welding
Automotive Tech.
CDL/Heavy Equipment

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

Douglas Capitan, M.Ed., MPA
Phillip Quink, B.A. 
Ursula Pawlowski, M.S.

Public Administration
Adm. Off. Specialist 
Business Administration

Christine Reidhead, Ph.D.
Tilda Harrison-Woody, M.S.

Business Administration
Accounting

SCHOOL OF ARTS & HUMANITIES

Samuel Arungwa, Ph.D.
Julie F. Bales, M.A.
Kendal E. Grady, Ph.D.
Donald Campbell, Ph.D.
Tabatha J. Efaw, Ed.D.
Nancy Goodwin, M.S.
Kelly Dine’Yazhe-Hunter, Ed.S.

Crim Just/Law Enforcmt.
English
English
English
ECME
Psychology
ECME

Sidner Larson, S.J.D.
Peter D. Moore, Ph.D.
Elizabeth A. Roastingear, M.F.A.
Jennifer Wheeler, Ph.D.
Robert Yazzie, J.D.
Daniel Wai Chung Wong, Ph.D.

Law Advocate 
English
English/Creative Writing
English/Creative Writing
Law Advocate
Counseling

SCHOOL OF DINÉ STUDIES

Sunshine Bia, Ph.D.
Lupita Chicag, M.Ed.
Lukas Denk, Ph.D.

Diné Studies
Diné Studies
Applied Linguistics

Sharon Nelson, B.A.
Franklin Sage, Ph.D.
Siri Tuttle, Ph.D.

Diné Studies
Diné Studies
Diné Studies

SCHOOL OF CULINARY ARTS, HOSPITALITY, AND TOURISM

Sheila Begay, A.A.S.
Walter Cloud, A.A.S.
Melvina Jones, A.A.S.

Professional Baking
Culinary Arts
Professional Baking

Brian Tatsukawa, M.B.A. 
Bob Witte, CEC

Culinary Arts
Culinary Arts



SCHOOL OF SCIENCE

Joel Alabi, Ph.D.
Irene Anyangwe, Ph.D.
Joseph Bahe, D.V.M.
Pia Kumar Biswas, Ph.D.
Cristina Carpenter, Ph.D.
Regmi Chhabilal, Ph.D.
Steven Chischilly, M.S.
Krystal Louis, B.S.
Palmer Masumbe Netongo, Ph.D.

Animal Science
Biology
Veterinary Tech.
Energy Systems
Nursing
Environmental Science
Environmental Science
Veterinary Tech.
Biology

Abraham Meles, Ph.D.
Omosehin Moyebi, Ph.D. 
Nslambi Nkongolo, Ph.D.
Rachel Pacheco, B.S.N.
Avtar Singh, Ph.D.
Thiagarajan Soundappan, Ph.D.
Emmeline Thompson, M.S.N.
Christopher Young, Ed.D.

Physics
Nursing
Geographic Info. Tech.
Nursing
Chemistry
Chemistry
Nursing
Nursing

NAVAJO TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY IS ACCREDITED BY THE HIGHER LEARNING COMMISSION

CHINLE INSTRUCTIONAL SITE

Henry Fowler, Ed.D.
Eugene Hult, M.A.
Jerrison D. Jumbo, VCTL
Jones Lee, B.A.
Charlton Long, Ph.D.
Franklin Maloba, M.S.

Mathematics
Creative Writing
CDL/Heavy Equipment
Construction Tech.
ECME
Biology

Joseph Lamperez, Ph.D.
Lola Natay, J.D.
Luyen Nguyen, Ph.D.
Duwayne Thomas, M.S.
Terry Yazzie, M.A.

English
Law Advocate
Accounting
IT/Applied Computers
ABE/GED

TEEC NOS POS INSTRUCTIONAL SITE

Norman Lameman, OPL Electrical Trades

ZUNI (A:SHIWI) INSTRUCTIONAL SITE

TEEC NOS POS, AZTEEC NOS POS, AZ

KIRTLAND, NMKIRTLAND, NM

CROWNPOINT, NMCROWNPOINT, NM
CHINLE, AZCHINLE, AZ

ZUNI, NMZUNI, NM

KIRTLAND INSTRUCTIONAL SITE

Ramondo Begay, AWS Welding Lorenzo Lapahie, A.A.S. Plumbing



NAVAJOTECH.EDU
CONNECT WITH US

@navajotech @navajotechu @navajotech @navajotech


